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Linda Khan
Say Yes

Triad Theater
Nov 12,2021

The cabaret stage has a long tradition of
welcoming performers who are returning to their
performance life after having successful careers in
other professions, and/or raising children. These
“debut” shows often feature singers “of a certain
age” and are generally of note for one particular
reason or another. More rare however is a debut
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show so elegant and captivating that it leaves the
audience wanting to see it again immediately. Such

is the show presented by Linda Kahn at the Triad
on November 12, 2021.

Kahn's

show was a

sophisticated evening highlighting not only her
gossamer voice, but also the authentic heart of a
true storyteller. Couple that with the ever-elegant
direction of Jeff Harnar, and the understated
brilliance of Music Director Christopher Denny, and
you have what might turn out to be the best debut
show of the season.

Kahn's song list was ambitious, beginning with Julie
Stein and Robert Merrill's “Don’t Rain on My
Parade” coupled with Maltby and Shire’s “l Want It
All,” which at first blush could give anyone pause.
But in the adroit hands of Christopher Denny these
two songs were arranged perfectly for Kahn's voice
and delivery, emphasizing the important moments
in her life to which she did in fact “Say Yes.”

Throughout the evening Kahn's voice was clear,
resonant and well-placed for each song, with
colors that were reminiscent of Broadway legend,
Donna McKechnie.
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Not one to be limited, Khan also treated us to a
charming and sexy rendition of “Miss Byrd,” again
by Maltby and Shire, coupled with Tim Minchin’s
“Naughty,” from the musical Matilda. This pairing
was unusual and illuminating, giving “Miss Byrd” a
greater sense of naiveté which made it all the more
appropriate within Kahn's delivery.

Perhaps the highlight of the evening was a very
moving and quietly triumphant “Wheels" by
Amanda McBroom. This song, as throughout the
evening, showed Kahn's beautiful voice and artistic
integrity.

“Baby Mine" by Frank Churchill and Ned
Washington, most often associated with the Disney
movie Dumbo, was here turned into a poignant
story of adoption. And towards the end of her set,
Craig Cornelia’s "Just a Housewife.” became an
anthem that proved that Kahn was anything but.

There were several other delicious songs to be
noted, one of them was Christopher Denny’s own
“Anywhere with You,” and Sara Bareilles’ “Brave,”
which at first glance might not seem like the best
vocal choice for Kahn, but in Denny's capable
hands it proved to be a wonderful 11 o'clock
number.

If there is any critique of this show, it is in the
length of some of the patter. Some sections were
extended and Kahn went up a few times, which
although charming and endearing, also speaks to a
“less is more” possibility.

Kahn “speaks” with more than just words. Her
wonderful musical taste, vocal color, inflection of
tone, and even gestures, create a whole evening
experience well worth seeing. Let's hope for
further iterations of this show.
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Additional credits:

Jay Leonhart, Bass

Some Arrangements by Christopher Denny and Jeff
Harnar

Photo Credit: Helane Blumfield
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David Sabella

Sabella has enjoyed a successful and
varied career. As a performer, Mr
Sabella has appeared on and off

Broadway, most notably in the 1996

revival of CHICAGO with Bebe Neuwirth,
Ann Reinking, and Joel Grey. Off-B'way

credits include “Jules” (the life and death
of Julian Eltinge) and “The Phillie Trilogy,”

for which he received an award as
“outstanding lead actor in a play.”

Additional awards and honors include
the The Luciano Pavarotti International

Voice Competition, and The New York

Performer, educator, and writer, David
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Oratorio Society Competition at
Carnegie Hall. As a classical singer he
has appeared in both opera and
oratorio throughout the US and abroad,
as well as Carnegie Hall and Lincoln
Center, as a principal soloist in such
works as the Bach B-Minor Mass,
Handel's Messiah, and Peter Schickele’s
comical Three Bargain-Counter Tenors.
As an educator, Mr. Sabella has served
as a two-term President of the New York
Singing Teachers Association (2008-14),
and on several university faculty's,
including Montclair State University,
Fordham University, NYU-Tisch School
of the Arts (CAP21 Studio); The New
School University/Mannes College Prep.
Division; SUNY College at Purchase and
College at Newpaltz. Additionally, he has
been a faculty member, and workshop
presenter at The Voice Foundation’s
annual symposium, and has conducted
master-classes, faculty training
workshops, and musical theater
pedagogy seminars throughout the
contiguous United States and Alaska,
and South America. And, as a Singing
Voice Specialist, works with injured, and
recovering singers, as part of a medical
and professional holistic team. As a
writer, Mr. Sabella has been widely
published in Voiceprints, the journal of
the New York Singing Teacher’s
Association, and is the author, with Sue
Matsuki, of “So You Want To Sing
Cabaret” (Rowman & Littlefield, 2020). In
addition to being the Editor-in-Chief of
CabaretHotspot.com, heis also a
contributing reviewer for the Bistro



Awards (bistroawards.com).
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